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Introduction

The original VPS Guide for MT4 can be downloaded here :
http://ckowyong.com/blog/?page_id=20

It is a free guide for traders who would like to make use of Virtual Private Servers(VPS) to run
their MetaTrader 4 platforms 24 x 7. It contains information on how to configure a VPS to
ensure that it is optimal for running MT4, with a focus to make sure that it keeps running 24 x 7

even if your VPS provider reboots your VPS due to unforeseen circumstances.

Please note that the original guide is free. It has been reported that versions of the guide has
been sold for about US$99. If you come across sites that are selling the original VPS Guide for
MT4 for a fee, please do me a favor and notify me. I can be contacted at ck@ckowyong.com

For all your Q's and A's regarding the VPS Guide for MT4 and this Appendum A, please post

them at http://www.ckowyong.com/blog/vps
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About this Appendum A

With the increasing use of Virtual Private Servers(VPS) for automated trading, a number of
common issues have surfaced. The main issue is one that relates to connecting to the VPS in
CONSOLE mode.

When we connect to a VPS, we are essentially opening up a terminal service(TS) session to the
VPS. TS sessions can take 2 forms :
1. Normal TS session

2. Console Mode TS session

A Virtual Private Server behaves exactly like a server. It is able to allow multiple users to
connect to it when using a normal TS sessions. Each user's session will be independent of the
other. This is a situation that we MUST AVOID when using a VPS for trading.

The common issues encountered when connections are not connected in CONSOLE mode are
as follows :

1. Your account statement shows duplicate orders, as though you have 2
instances of the Expert Advisor running : This happens if you have connected to
your VPS using the normal TS mode. Doing so will start a new session which will launch
a new instance of the MT4 that you have configured to start automatically. So if you
have logged on to your VPS twice using the normal TS mode, you will have everything
that you have configured to run automatically X 2. Two instances of MT4 will mean that
your trades will double, which also means that your trading risks are doubled too.

2. Your VPS becomes really really slow, or you may no longer be able to connect
to your VPS : When the number of sessions increases, the system resources available
to your VPS will start to reduce. It may reach a stage where your VPS will start to
behave very sluggishly, or you may even loose the ability to connect or log into your
VPS. When this happens, you will need to restart your VPS using the VPS Control Panel
(usually via the web-based PLESK interface) or you may need to get the support team

at the VPS provider to reboot it for you.

For full details on how you can log on to your VPS in CONSOLE mode, please refer to the

original VPS Guide for MT4, section 2, titled : Setting up a shortcut to access your VPS
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in console mode

When you are logged in to your VPS in CONSOLE mode, it ensures that you are the one and
only person (or session) on the server. This will prevent new instances of your MT4 from being
invoked by the startup script (ie. Startup.cmd) which runs every time a new session is logged
into the VPS.

The rest of this document describes how you can make use of an excellent FREE software called
Royal TS (http://coded4ward.net/CS2) to ensure that you are connecting to your VPS in
CONSOLE mode. The software provides an intuitive way to make the connection without the

need to create a shortcut (can be quite tricky) as described in the original guide.
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1. Download and install the free Royal TS application
The appication can be downloaded here : http://code4ward.net/CS2
-i0x]
File Edit Miew History Bookmarks Tooks Help
- - @ ﬁ} |j UE‘J |)° http:ffcodedward net/Cszf |‘| D] | '*lGDDgh? “xl
P Getting Started |5 Latest Headines | | Statement: 9020225 ... | | Indexof (blogjstate,.. | | Statement: 1786834 ...
QU Stumble! | 2y Ilkeitt 8 | & P sendtar ) | Chanrels: (B Ta () 8- 22 0 A||v| " Favorites e Friends Tools~
Google | x| |Gl search - «|» a0 6 B - 5] - 99 Bookmarksw B30k o e auolink (D) Settings+
[ Gmail - [Forex Bl... | - L} Channel Mewsa,,. | == The Singapore ... | | | forexblogby ok, [ > codedward 5 | | | funkitled) % H [

Sign in | Join | Help

[ seann

information technologies /| consulting/ development /

Royal TS: Easy =
Remote Desktop TSV

Connections

Royal TS allows you to arganize and ﬂoyal m

manage multiple remote desktop Source S

The KEY benefit of using this software is that it provides an intuitive way to connect to your VPS

in Console mode.

Connect to Console
¥ Connect
Connect to Console | Connect to the interactive console
session. Even if you haven't configured
Gat Session Info your connection to do so, you can now
L ... easily connect to the console via the
e context menu when yvou right-click a
Edit.. connection. (This feature is only
available if the remote server iz either
) move g Windows 2003 (any Edition) or
YWindows XF with remote desktop
connection enabled. Windows 2000
doesn't support this feature!)
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2. Setup your VPS connection in Royal TS

&% Roval TS

File | Edit  Session Wiew  Tools  Help

| = Mew chrley ——
£ open CHI+O B MNew Document ll
Close
. G Diacurnent Mame IM_I,I_\:"F'S_List
Sawe As,..  Chrl+shifk+3 0K I Cancel |
Exit

From the main menu, select FILE -> NEW. Specify a Document Name when promted. You

can enter anything you wish.

#=Royal TS

File Edit Session \View Tools Help

Search; x

| Host | Folder | D escription

Connect

Cannect ba Consale

Disconnect

§ [Information Page

&l Remote Deskiop

1
Add...
[ B o ——

Bermnove
&R Connection Settings
— Enteraheosthame o IP address and a description. Additionally you can -
Sork specify uzer credantials for this connection,
4 Moveldp _
& wovepown Remaote Desktop Connection
L
*. Marne: |VPSLand
Host: [11.22.33.44
Description: |VPS at wPSLand.comm
— Credentialz
% User Mame: |

Domair: I

Password: I |

I~/ Enatile Sutomatic Logon

Cancel < Back | Mext > I

Right-Click on the Document Name that you have created earlier and select ADD. Fill in the

form as you see above to create a New Connection, replacing the HOST field with the IP
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Address of your own VPS. Click on Next.

Advanced Settings

Adjuzst advanced connection settings far this connection,

— Advanced

f ROF Port: |3359 5:

v Connect to Console

[™ Enable Windaws Key Combinations in Remaote Session

¥ LCache Bitmapz

— Redirection

g Audior IEring b thiz complter j

r Redirect Dizk Drives r Redirect Partz
™ Redirect Printers ™ Redirect Smart Cardz
r Allove W allpaper r Allows Themes

Cancel ¢ Back | | et » I

IMPORTANT : The above screen is the MOST IMPORTANT of all!. Make sure that you put a

TICK in the box for Connect to CONSOLE. This setting will ensure that all your connections to
your VPS will be in CONSOLE mode. Click Next.
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Add New Connection Wizard

Category
Pick a categony for thiz connection or create a new one, -

— Folder

l.--y ) Select an existing Falder
Mo Folder available j

% Create a new Folder:

|F4

Cancel ¢ Back | Finish I

When prompted with the above screen, just enter any name to create a Folder. Once done, you

will see something like this :

= Rovyal TS

Fil=  Edit  Session Wiew  Tools Help

= W L Search: x
B X —
L B VPSLand Mame | Host I Folder I Dezchption | Llzer
o EPsLand 11.22.33.44 Fi WPS abWPSLan...

To connect to your VPS in CONSOLE mode, simply Double-Click on the VPSLand icon (or

whatever you have named your New Connection earlier. Alternatively, you could also Right-

Click on the Connection icon and select Connect to Console as you can see in the screen below :
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& Royal TS

File  Edit  Session

Wigww Tools  Help

FX :VPSLand (VPS at VPSLand.com)

= My_VPS_List
B P

| _g Get Session Information | 0 5end Message (4 Reset Session

I Sezszion [0

| Client

Connect

Connect ko Consale

NS

aw

Disconnect

Information Page

Remote Deskkop

add...
Remaove

Edit...

Sork

Mowe Up

Mave Down
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Conclusion

I hope this Appendum will help prevent some of the issues that have been reported.

VPS reliability has been a concern lately. However, I feel that a number of cases reported could

be due to the common cause of not logging into the VPS in CONSOLE mode.

Currently, all VPS services are not designed to run MT4 for traders. I hope the VPS Guide for
MT4 and this Appendum A can assist you in successfully configuring a VPS to use as your 24 x 7

trading machine for running your MT4 platforms and Expert Advisors.

As mentioned earlier in this document, please post all your questions regarding the VPS Guide

for MT4 and this Appendum A here : http://www.ckowyong.com/blog/vps

Wishing you success in your trading!
ck

ck@ckowong.com

http://www.ckowyong.com/blo
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